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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Richland County Regional Planning Commission 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

MINUTES 
July 10, 2018 

2:00 P.M. 
 

 

1. ROLL CALL / ATTENDANCE 
 
Kathryn Sharpnack, Todd Blankenship, Joe Gies, Pat Schwan, Mike Schafrath, Bob 
Bianchi, Jason Larson, David Gentile,  Jeff Wilson,  Nick Leturgey, Jim Mawhorr, Jeff 
Kennedy, Kevin Payne, Ellen Claiborne, Kathy Adams, Larry Weirich 
 

2. MINUTES FROM 02/13/18 AND 04/10/18 
 
Motion made to accept minutes by Pat Scwan, Seconded by Jeff Kennedy. Vote cast, 
Motion carried 
 

3. TRANSIT UPDATE/RCTB 
  

Kathy Adams gave an update on the Transit Program. She informed us that the FY18 
allocations had been announced in May and that our portion has gone up a little bit from 
last year, and is approximately $1.038 million. She mentioned that since we’re classified 
as small urban we have flexibility in how we use these funds, as opposed to 
organizations that are classified as large urban that are prohibited from using these 
funds for operating expenses. Kathy also stated there are currently two requests for 
proposals (RFP’s) out. The first is the RCT Management contract. The second is for 
improved technology, this RFP is for implementation of new technology aimed at 
streamlining processes and increasing ease and accuracy of data acquisition for the 
fixed route transit. This project is 100% federally funded. Both RFP’s have a due date of 
August 3rd.  In closing, she informed the group there is one full size bus on order that is 
100% funded through the use of toll development credits. 
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4. SAFETY PROGRAM UPDATE 

 
Kathryn Sharpnack brought attention to the chart that was included in the meeting 
materials that details the engineering services that she can provide to local jurisdictions. 
She asked if anyone had any questions or if anyone thought the MPOs should look at 
any other areas of offering assistance. 
 
There was discussion on how much the RCRPC should do for members and how that 
might take away work from local consultants workload. The issue of what services are 
too much for a planning commission to undertake were discussed with the outcome 
being that the services detailed on the sheet provided are normally smaller in scope 
than what a consultant might do and that they are the catalyst for larger projects that a 
consultant then completes.The issue of how projects are accepted and timeframes were 
discussed with Kathryn pointing out the priority is on safety and that high crash areas 
would be given priority if there were conflicts with multiple requests. 
Todd stated he feels these activities are still part of the Planning process and we are 
aware that a line exists as to “taking” work away from a consultant. He also stated if 
anyone feels we may be crossing the line to let us know and we will talk about it as a 
group. 
 

5. RESOLUTION 19.01  
 

Resolution 19-01 – PID: 101442 RIC SR 0309 03.91 was brought up to the committee 
for recommendation to the full commission. This resolution is to amend the 
Transportation Improvement Program (Tip) for FY 2018-2021. This resolution would 
move the Ontario Urban Paving Project from a statewide line item to the TIP. This is due 
to MPO funds being added to the project for possible pavement repair the City wouldn’t 
normally be able to afford.  
There was a reference made to 4TC7 funds on the Resolution. This will be corrected to 
read 4TA7 funds. 
Mr. Bianchi made a motion to approve and forward the resolution to the full commission. 
Larry Weirich seconded the motion. The vote was all in favor. 
 
6. PROJECT APPLICATION SCORING 
 
Project Application and Scoring was discussed by Mr. Blankenship. He explained the 
sample project application and scoring in the meeting materials. The application and 
scoring documents are to be used to measure performance of projects and help project 
selection when similar projects are proposed at the same time. The scoring paperwork 
was compiled to not overburden the process with paperwork, but also to give a 
foundation to go off. This will aid in the new performance management requirements 
from FHWA. 
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7. FUNDING SUMMARY 
 
Todd distributed the funding summary spreadsheet. 
 
We basically have a full program for 2019 and 2020. he also warned that we can only 
carry forward a percentage of our yearly allocation so we need to get some projects “on 
the books” to not risk losing some of our funding. 
 
Bob Bianchi briefly discussed the City of Mansfield bike Trial connection project. 
he stated hopefully $350,000 can be awarded to that project from the MPO 
 
Bob also mentioned projects will be coming from the SXSW group, some of these may 
involve requests of MPO funds. 
 
8. TAP FUNDING 
 
Todd reported on TAP Funds. Statewide pool vs direct allocation. 
There is no official policy, although the state won’t allow switching in and out of the 
statewide pool just to go after larger awards. 
 
Todd mentioned larger projects can be done locally by utilizing a SIB loan and paying 
it back with our future year TAP allocations. 
 
 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Todd informed the committee that the campus road project was moving along and 
scheduled to be completed in October. 
 
Todd informed everyone he was nominated/volunteered to be on the Amish and non- 
motorized traffic subcommittee. This is an ODOT Central Office funded consultant 
project. This is basically an update of the 2000 study. 
 
Mr. Bianchi informed everyone that there will be a public meeting concerning changes to 
the US 30 project at the beginning of August. There are significant changes proposed 
from the original project 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:00. 

 


